contains a number of separate articles which give an account of the inborn errors of metabolism which, directly or indirectly, produce brain damage. It also contains interesting chapters on the neurological examination of young infants, and the problems of population screening in an endeavour to reach early diagnoses. It concludes with an article on psychological considerations in the treatment of inborn errors of metabolism.
As a method of drawing attention to this growing field, this book is worthy of attention, in particular as it demonstrates the value of the 'workshop' type of meeting. Apart from this, it is difficult to see for whom the book will be of great value. It makes interesting reading, but for the specialist in these fields it contains nothing new, and its content is likely to be indigestible for the student. If, however, it serves the purpose of encouraging multidisciplinary work in this important field, it will achieve a very useful purpose. The thirteen papers contributed to this symposium cover clinical, biochemical and pathological aspects of a number of syndromes, including the muscular dystrophies, disorders of glycogen metabolism in muscle, the lipidoses (e.g. Tay-Sachs, Gaucher), and Wilson's disease. Genetical aspects of these disorders tend to be dealt with either not at all or rather superficially; but the level of discussion of biochemical aspects will surely be informative and satisfying even to the well-versed reader. Most of the papers are in the nature of reviews of the present state of our knowledge, but some of them represent reports of original investigations. The work of Jatzkewitz on the cerebral lipidoses met with a very appreciative discussion; and Dubowitz's paper drawing attention to the possible neurogenic influences of what have been thought of hitherto as primary disorders of muscle introduced some welcome controversy. Much appreciated by the present reviewer were the papers by Walton on clinical aspects of classification of the myopathies, Pennington on biochemical abnormalities in muscular dystrophy, and Walshe on the natural history of Wilson's disease.
The Society for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism (why not the Garrod Society?) is obviously a very active group, who now in five years have five interesting symposia to their credit, all available in published form. Prospec-tive new members are invited to approach the editors of the symposium. The field is a rapidly expanding one, of fundamental importance to medicine, and we may hope that the Society will add to its membership, especially among clinicians and geneticists. ELIOT This small book is a mine of information on current views of the etiology, pathology and treatment of this still mysterious disease. As would be expected from the authors, the discussion of the biochemical aspects is particularly interesting and detailed. For the clinical otologist the comprehensive but concise survey of treatment is a stimulating 'refresher', and a fine bibliography enhances the value of an admirable publication.
JOHN GROVES
Advances in Parasitology, Vol 6 edited by Ben Dawes pp xx+416 illustrated 90s $13.50 London & New York: Academic Press 1968 In the sixth volume of this popular series the emphasis is on the protozoa, and reviews include the epidemiology of amoebiasis, the pathology of Chagas' disease, liver involvement in malaria, the chemotherapy of schistosomiasis and also six short articles bringing up to date the reviews included in the first volume.
The subjects are well chosen; there have, for example, been important advances in knowledge of Chagas' disease, which affects 7 million inhabitants in South America, though relatively little is known of it outside that continent. Koberle's contribution here covers the pathology admirably. Elsdon-Dew deals with the epidemiology of amoebiasis in polemical style; schisms relating to it are opened out and magnified possibly to an unnecessary extent. Maegraith ably reviews work on liver damage in malaria, developing the cytotoxic anoxia theme on which he has long worked. With so much current activity on mass therapy in schistosomiasis, an outline of the different approaches to chemotherapy, empirical, selective and biochemical, is welcome.
The bringing up to date of the earlier reviews is a good plan and among this group of articles none is more fascinating than that by Rogers and Sommerville on the infectious process in relation to development of nematodes. They elaborate on
